Thank you for this opportunity to share some of my thoughts and visions as I assume the position of Executive Director of the American College of Medical Quality. The enthusiasm and encouragement I have received since I was appointed to this position in January has been overwhelming. The College has a tremendous future to look forward to in the coming years.
Relocating to the suburbs of Washington, D.C., offers an opportunity for the College to establish and promote its rightful influence on the future of medicine in this country. Interaction with other medical specialty societies and various government agencies is essential in today's changing world. Washington, D.C., is the &dquo;hub&dquo; of such interaction.
The American College of Medical Quality faces endless opportunity and must rise to the challenges that are being offered in the field of medicine but especially to the field of quality assurance and utilization review. We have the opportunity through development of policies and standards to direct and guide the vital health care issues that our country now faces.
We must strive to be in the forefront of developing and promulgating information about the specialty, to the point where the College is the &dquo;authority&dquo; to which others look for guidance. I look forward to working with all of the members of the College in creating and developing this exciting direction. The potential is endless and the key to the fulfillment of our mission is through the education of our membership, and the membership in turn educating others to promote the ideals and professionalism of quality medical care.
The most immediate opportunities directed towards these goals currently being offered by the College include the Lecture Series entitled &dquo;The Art and Science of Continuous Quality Improvement&dquo; being held September 18-19 in San Francisco, October 2-4 in Tampa, and October 16-17 in Baltimore. Please mark your calendars for one of these sessions. Also upcoming is the National Conference and Career Expo which will be held June 4-6 in Phoenix, Arizona.
Thank you again for your warm welcome. I look forward to working with all of you.
